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Christian Empire could permit these great assem-
blies: but the Provincial Synod was brought to
bear upon the Montanist and the Paschal contro-
versies : the presidency of the Bishop of the capital
of the province was admitted without dispute.

A work which well shows the rapid progress of
this inner movement towards the constitution, or,
let us rather say, the exaggeration of hierarchical
authority, is the correspondence ascribed to St.
Ignatius, to which the letter of St. Polycarp is pos-
sibly an appendix.1 Who better than these two
great bishops and martyrs, whose memory was
everywhere held in reverence, could counsel the
faithful to submission and order?

" Obey the Bishop as Jesus Christ obeyed the
Father, and the body of Presbyters as the Apostles:
revere the deacons as you would the very command-
ment of God. Let no one do anything in whatever

1 The objections to the authenticity of these Epistles are not
lessened "by bringing down the martyrdom of Ignatius to the
time of Hadrian or of Antoninus, as Harnack (Die Zeit des
Ignatius, Leipzig, 1878) has lately done. It is in their style
and turn of thought that the apocryphal character of these letters
shows itself.